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LOT 131 ‘THE CUTTING’ MOSMAN PARK 

2240.  Mr P.G. Pendal to the Treasurer 

I refer to representations made on behalf of my constituents the Ellis’ who have been forced to pay 
approximately $22,000 in stamp duty twice for the one transaction involving the purchase of Lot 131 ‘The 
Cutting’ Mosman Park from LandCorp and ask - 

(a)  does the Treasurer and the Office of Revenue acknowledge that there was no benefit gained in re-
writing the contract, which was the action which drew the impost of the second lot of stamp duty for the 
same transaction; 

(b)  is it correct that the Office of State Revenue has, according to the Ellis’ solicitor, declined to give any 
written reason for the application of two lots of stamp duty other than to merely state that it believed its 
assessment was the correct one; 

(c)  if ‘yes’ will the Treasurer insist that, on the grounds of accountability and transparency, the Office of 
Revenue give a full and frank written explanation; 

(d)  is it correct that previous decisions touching on similar matters have been made in favour of the 
taxpayer, thus indicating that the Commissioner does have discretion in such matters; 

(e)  if ‘yes’ to (d) will the Treasurer table all such precedents minus identifying data, and advise why the 
discretion was not used in the Ellis case; and 

(f)  will the Treasurer consider amendments to the Act to ensure that no taxpayer can in future be charged 
stamp duty twice for the same transaction, given that the Ellis’ are not seeking to pay less than their 
obligations, but are resentful of having to pay double? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER replied: 

The Commissioner is bound by the confidentiality provisions of Section 114 of the Taxation Administration Act 
2003, and is not able to disclose information or material obtained under a taxation Act unless authorised by the 
person to whose affairs the information or material relates. Such authority has not been received from Mr and 
Mrs Ellis. 
 


